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COMPANY DESCRIPTION 
 
The Wonderland Historical Society will be located at 3405 Royal Street in the Bywater 
neighborhood of New Orleans. Devoted to exploring and expressing the rich history and culture of 
the area, and the house’s dense entanglement within [see attached materials], the Wonderland 
Historical Society is a living tribute to the Bywater’s past while making space for an artistic 
exploration into its future.   
 

A Brief History of the Home 
 
Built between 1883 and 1884 by Andrew Drysdale, the house was originally a two-story 
residence and remained so until much of the second story burned down in 1904. In 1892, 
the property was sold to David Jackson, president of Jackson Brewing Co. and proprietor 
of the Gem restaurant and saloon. He died (reputedly by his own hand) in the first floor 
bathtub in 1902, a bathtub that remains in the house to this day.  
 
A Brief History of the Owner  
 
Stacy Hoover has built a life around spreading whimsy, finding joy, and seeking 
meaningful connection. Born in 1967 in the Amish country of Ohio, she attended the 
School of the Art Institute in Chicago to pursue her natural love of all things creative. In 
1988, she moved to New Orleans with just $400 in her pocket following a dream of misty 
streets and iron hitching posts topped with horse heads. She later discovered that exact 
spot outside The Hotel Provincial. She managed to work her way from being a cocktail 
waitress at Port Orleans to a local business owner—running a small shop on Royal Street 
in the French Quarter called Hoover Watches and Jewels. Hoover Watches and Jewels 
shuttered its doors in 2008 when Stacy’s dear friend and mentor, Stewart Unger, asked her 
to carry on his legacy—a watch company named TimeWillTell—upon his departure from 
this world. 

 
Stacy purchased 3405 Royal Street in 2012 and immediately felt a deep connection to the 
house and its history. Most days her front door is left open for passerby to freely peek 
their heads in—and get whisked away on a tour of the home—as it was, as it is, and as it 
will be—by Stacy herself. In her words: “If you blur your eyes a bit and make a wish when 
you enter the house, you'll feel like you've just entered a bygone era with a beautifully 
slanted view of reality.” 
 
In her 30+ years in New Orleans, Stacy has had the opportunity to collaborate with, and be 
inspired by, artists such as Anne Carson, Rikki DuCornet, Animal Collective, Anne 
Waldman, Amanda Palmer, Laurie Anderson, and more.  

 
 
 



 
MANAGEMENT, OPERATIONS & PROGRAMMING 
 
The Wonderland Historical Society is owned and operated by Stacy Hoover, Artistic Director. 
Additionally, The Wonderland Historical Society is supported by an on-site Line Producer, a 
Content Marketing Manager, and a team of dedicated Docents.  
 
Public hours will be from 12 PM to 4 PM Tuesday through Friday and from 12 PM to 7 PM on 
Saturdays.  
 

TOURS 
 
During business hours, The Wonderland Historical Society will offer tours, featuring the 
architecture of the home and history of the property, plus iconic tales of the area and the 
city of New Orleans at large.  
 
SPEAKER SERIES 
 
The Wonderland Historical Society will host speakers to present to the public including, 
but not limited to, historians, poets, politicians, authors, playwrights, educators, spiritual 
leaders, and more.  
 
EDUCATIONAL & YOUTH PROGRAMMING  
 
The Wonderland Historical Society will offer educational and youth programming 
including, but not limited to, tea parties, easter egg hunts, etiquette classes, art classes, 
and more.  

 
RESIDENCIES 
 
In addition to keeping New Orleans history alive, The Wonderland Historical Society will 
offer artistic programming aimed at continuing the artistic legacy of the city. Monthly 
collaborations between local New Orleans artists, artists from around the world, and 
“celebrity” artists will develop work that will be showcased to the public.  

 
GIFT SHOP 
 
Items will be for purchase within the facility. Those items include, but are not limited to, 
music and art from local artists, history books, antiques, merchandise, and historical 
artifacts.  
 
GALLERIES & EXHIBITS 
 



The Wonderland Historical Society will offer space to artists for galleries and exhibitions. 
 
 
 
INDUSTRY OVERVIEW 
 
New Orleans has always supported artistic innovation. In 1796, at the Théâtre de la Rue Saint 
Pierre , the first documented opera performance took place.  Today, the New Orleans Opera 1 2

Association honors this rich tradition by “connecting all people with the joy of opera”.  In 1896, 3

New Orleans became home to the Vitascope Hall, believed to be the first commercial movie 
theater in the United States devoted to showing films.  Today, the New Orleans Film Society 4

offers year-round programming and filmmaker support, and produces the Oscar-qualifying New 
Orleans Film Festival, annually home to 230+ films, 400+ filmmakers, and approximately 25,000 
audience members, all contributing to the global artform.  Lest we forget, New Orleans is the 5

“Cradle of Jazz” ; Whether you credit Buddy Bolden or the Original Dixieland Jazz Band, New 6

Orleans is the only place in the New World where slaves were allowed to own drums, which had a 
massive impact on music today—just ask Big Freedia.  
 
The precedent has been set for the foundation of the Wonderland Historical Society. 
Organizations like The Pitot House, Contemporary Arts Center New Orleans, Art Klub, The New 
Quorum, and Music Box Village have proven that what it offers not only matters, but is in demand. 
What makes the Wonderland Historical Society different than those organizations? The 
Wonderland Historical Society holds innovation and preservation together. It doesn’t ask you to 
choose. It only asks you to show up as you are—and get inspired.  
 
 
FINANCIAL PLAN 
 
The Wonderland Historical Society will operate through Historical House Tour Fees, Society 
Memberships, Special Event Ticket Sales, and Gift Shop sales.  
 
[For a better idea of costs and projections see the attached budget.] 
   

1 https://www.operalogg.com/american-history-of-opera-from-18th-century/ 
2 https://www.neworleans.com/things-to-do/cultural-arts/ 
3 http://neworleansopera.org/about/ 
4 https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/first-commercial-movie-screened 
5 https://neworleansfilmsociety.org/ 
6 https://www.neworleansonline.com/neworleans/music/musichistory/jazzbirthplace.html/ 













































































































 


